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Take this home to Parent/Guardian! 
Dear Parent/Guardian:

On_________________ your child will participate in a special presentation called the What Kind of World…?, on the role and work of the United Nations, Canada’s contribution in finding solutions to challenging global issues. The aim of the session is to introduce your child to the United Nations, What it does, what it is trying to do and what part Canada plays in its functioning. The What Kind of World…? programme and developed by the United Nations Association in Canada (UNA-Canada) and has been introduced to all the provinces and territories across Canada.

In each region youth volunteers are trained to deliver and work with children in various settings to present lesson plans contained in the What Kind of World…? resource, with the support of classroom teachers and community leaders. UNA-Canada would like to use take this opportunity to answer any questions that you have about the presentation or our organization.

On the reverse of this page, you will find answers to some commonly asked questions about our programmes. These include a summary of the presentation your child will be taught, as well as ways that you can find out more about the material we are teaching and about UNA-Canada in general. We are always striving to keep our programmes up to date and responsive to both kids and parents/guardians, and we invite you to contact us if you have any further questions or comments. Please direct inquiries to:
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We are very interested in hearing your feedback and comments on our educational outreach. We believe that the only way to ensure strong and effective programmes is through combining the input and advice of students, teachers and parents/guardians.

/over

Some Answers to Frequently Asked Questions:

Why is my child learning about the United Nations?

We believe that educating kids about the UN and international issues is an important first step in creating a generation of concerned, aware and involved citizens. By taking an interactive and solutions-oriented approach, we intend to provide kids with the tools necessary to understand and assess the UN and to instill in them a belief in their ability to solve problems. Although we recognize the UN’s limitations, we believe it is the best hope to achieve a safe and peaceful world. Growing up with an understanding of the UN will better prepare children to help bring about positive global changes.

What does the United Nations Association in Canada do?

UNA-Canada is a national non-profit organization with a fifty-four year history of promoting UN programmes and activities within Canada. It offers Canadians a window into the work of the UN, and a channel through which to become engaged in critical international issues. We carry out our goals through conferences, community programmes and the provision of informational and educational materials to schools and the general public. 

What topics does the What Kind of World…? programme cover?

The What Kind of World…? programme covers three topics: Canada and the UN system, Canada, the UN and global issues, and Canada, the UN and human rights. Each session draws links between the local and global levels, and highlights the role of Canada in the UN and the UN in daily life.

What are some of the key purposes of the UN?

The UN, whose membership consists of 190 countries, has four main purposes: to keep peace in the world, to develop friendly relations among nations, to eradicate poverty, disease, illiteracy and the abuse of human rights, and to assist countries in achieving these goals. 

What exactly does Canada do in the UN?

Canada was one of the founding members of the UN and has been a supporter of its goals, agencies and programmes ever since. Through its work with the UN, Canada has established an international reputation as a peacekeeper and trustworthy nation. Currently, a Canadian (Louise Fréchette) is the Deputy Secretary-General of the UN and Canada has a seat on the Security-Council, the UN’s most powerful organ.

What if I don’t agree with some of the things the UN does?

We recognize that the UN is not perfect, and that many people do not agree with some of its actions. The UN is only as strong as its members let it be. The approach we take with youth is to educate about the potential and goals of the UN rather than blindly promoting its actions. We aim to give students critical skills to assess the work of the UN and determine ways for increased effectiveness. 

Second Letter:
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Take this home to Parent/Guardian! 
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Today, your child participated in a special presentation on the role and work of the United Nations, presented by the United Nations Association in Canada. The aim of this session was to introduce your child to the United Nations, what it does, what it is trying to do and what part Canada plays in its functioning. We would like to take this opportunity to answer any questions that you have about the presentation or our organization.

On the reverse of this page, you will find answers to some commonly asked questions about our programmes. These include a summary of the presentation your child was taught, as well as ways that you can find out more about the material we are teaching and about UNA-Canada in general. We are always striving to keep our programmes up to date and responsive to both kids and parents/guardians, and we invite you to contact us if you have any further questions or comments. Please direct inquiries to:
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We are very interested in hearing your feedback and comments on our educational outreach. We believe that the only way to ensure strong and effective programmes is through combining the input and advice of students, teachers and parents/guardians.

Sincerely,

Sarah Kambites

Project Officer, School Programmes

.../over

What Kind of World…?
Teacher’s Kit

Description

The What Kind of World…? Teacher’s Kit is a one-stop resource, developed by the United Nations Association in Canada, that enables educators to teach kids about the UN and global issues from a Canadian perspective. This free, easy-to-use kit contains the following sections:

· Summary of the Kit and Evaluation Form

· Curriculum Connections

· Lesson Plans

· Resource Materials for Use in the Lessons

· Background Information

· Further Resources for Teaching about the UN and Global Issues

Ready for Classroom Use

The What Kind of World…? Package is ready-made for use in the classroom. It contains three one-hour lesson plans, each focused on a specific theme. The lessons draw links between local and global issues, and highlight the role of Canada in the UN and the UN in daily life. They are geared towards experiential learning and allowing youth to develop their own ideas and opinions about a host of global issues.

The lesson plans were created to fit directly into the Grades 5-8 Social Studies Curriculum. The specific curriculum objectives they meet are highlighted in the second section of the package.

Local Volunteers Available

UNA-Canada has trained a group of local volunteers to help deliver the workshops in Edmonton-area schools. These enthusiastic and knowledgeable volunteers are able to visit the classroom upon request to deliver any or all of the lessons.
What Kind

of World...?

Programme Overview

Background

“What Kind of World....?” was initially developed in 1998 by United Nations Association in Canada staff and volunteers who sensed a need for globally focused education programmes in schools, particularly in rural ones. The basis of the programme is a belief that educating kids about the UN and global issues is an important first step in furthering Canada’s ability to engage in successful international relations and projects. The validity of the project was recognized by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) who contributed funding towards its realization.

Programme Goals and Objectives

The goal of the programme is to use innovative educational activities to cultivate a generation of concerned, aware and involved citizens, equipped with the critical tools necessary to understand and assess international issues and a belief in their ability to bring about positive global changes.

The objectives of this programme are:

· to increase awareness among youth of international problems and possible solutions;

· to increase understanding among youth of the UN and to foster an appreciation for its work;

· to increase understanding among youth of Canada’s role on the international stage;

· to increase enthusiasm among youth for learning about global issues; and

· to foster a sense of empowerment from finding solutions to global problems.

Programme Components

The project consists of three main elements:

1. Three one-hour sessions for youth, each centered on a theme specific to the UN. 

2. A comprehensive Facilitator’s Package for teachers and volunteers, consisting of lesson plans, background information, and curriculum connections. 

3. Volunteer and teacher information sessions open to interested educators.

To arrange for trained volunteers to deliver the What Kind of World…? programme in your class, or to have an information sessions for teachers in your school, please contact


Sarah Kambites at (613) 232-5751 x 248, email: skambites@unac.org
What Kind
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Description of Workshops

The “What Kind of World...?” programme consists of three one-hour interactive workshops designed to introduce students aged 10-15 to the basics of the UN from a Canadian perspective. The workshops draw links between local and global issues, and highlight the role of Canada in the UN and the UN in daily life. They are geared towards experiential learning and allowing youth to develop their own ideas and opinions about a host of global issues. A brief description of each workshop follows.

Workshop One: Canada and the UN System

The first workshop introduces the UN through the Human Knot, an activity which highlights the importance of cooperation and communication in solving problems. The students develop a “Charter” for their class, and the process and result are compared to the General Assembly and the UN Charter. The six organs of the UN are introduced through comparison to organs in the human body.

Workshop Two: Canada, the UN and Global Issues

The second workshop uses a Group Juggling activity to highlight the fragility of the Earth and introduce a range of global issues. In six groups, students prepare situations which help them better understand the role and functions of the UN, specifically in relation to the themes of peace, health and homes. Each group acts out their situation in front of the rest of the class, which must guess which UN specialist is being portrayed: peacekeeper, judge, doctor/nurse, farmer, engineer or scientist.

Workshop Three: Canada, the UN and Human Rights

The third workshop introduces the concept of human rights through the Pen Game, an activity which demonstrates the unfairness of arbitrary rules. A simplified version of the Convention on the Rights of the Child is used to assess rules made in the classroom, school and community. The students develop their own code of rights for their class.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Sarah Kambites


Project Officer, School Programmes


United Nations Association in Canada


900-130 Slater Street


Ottawa, ON


K1P 6E2





t: 613-232-5751 x248


f: 613-563-5751


e: skambites@unac.org





To find out about having a trained volunteer visit your classroom, and offer a What Kind of World…? workshop, please contact:





(NAME & CONTACT OF REGIONAL COORDINATOR)





To order a What Kind of World…? Facilitator’s Package for your school, contact:





Sarah Kambites


Project Officer, School Programmes


United Nations Association in Canada





t: (613) 232-5751 x248


e: � HYPERLINK "mailto:skambites@unac.org" ��skambites@unac.org�
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Sarah Kambites


Project Officer, School Programmes


United Nations Association in Canada


900-130 Slater Street


Ottawa, ON


K1P 6E2





t: 613-232-5751 x248


f: 613-563-5751


e: skambites@unac.org
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